IV
MR. WINSTON CHURCHILL
THE subject-matter of this chapter is wholly agreeable.
The only tiresome circumstance is a consciousness that
I am quite incapable of doing justice to Mr. Churchill
within the compass of a few thousand words. Many
volumes could be written about this wayward and
magnetic genius. Great men deserve great tributes.
They should flow from inspired pens. The mere
thought of his style of speech and the majesty of his
writing compels an attempt at imitation. What will
emerge? Nothing but the faintest of shadows, the dull
echo of tremendous thunder.
The physical characteristics and features of pro-
minent men demand the attention of everyone who
depicts their characters. Churchill is so peculiar a
figure that they are doubly important for our purpose.
He is short and thick-set. He seems dedicated by
destiny to combat. His battles may be physical or
intellectual He takes great strides over the floor of the
House or along the lobbies. As he marches forward
he looks full of purpose. His round face is normally
fixed with a stern pallor. But his is no elderly severity.
He still looks as though the months he spent in his
cradle were a specially significant part of his career.
A Tory lady, fulminating before the last War against
what she imagined were his Satanic works, raged," The
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